
 

  

SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
Divine Appointment in Prolonged Crying, Part 1 

John 5:1-9 | Jun 21, 2026 

John 5:1-17 - 1 After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 

2 Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Aramaic called Bethesda, which has five roofed colonnades. 3 In 
these lay a multitude of invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. 5 One man was there who had been an invalid for thirty-eight 
years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had already been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to 
be healed?” 7 The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, and while I 
am going another steps down before me.” 8 Jesus said to him, “Get up, take up your bed, and walk.” 9 And at once the man 
was healed, and he took up his bed and walked. Now that day was the Sabbath. 

OBSERVATION | What does the text say?  

 

1. Where does this event take place (vv. 1-2)? 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

What was the condition of the people gathered there (v. 3)? 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

2. How long had the man been an invalid (v. 5)? 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

What does that tell us about the severity and duration of his 

suffering (v. 5)? 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

3. According to verse 6, what two things are specifically said about 

Jesus before He spoke to the man? 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

4. What question did Jesus ask the man (v.6)? 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

How did the man respond (v. 7)? 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 5. What contrasts do you see between how others may have 

viewed the man and how Jesus viewed him? 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

6. What repeated themes about suffering, waiting, and hope stand 

out in this passage and Sunday’s message? 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

INTERPRETATION | What does the text mean? 

 

1. Why do you think John emphasizes that the man had suffered 

for 38 years? What does this reveal about prolonged suffering? 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

2. Bethesda means “House of Mercy,” yet it was filled with misery. 

What does this teach us about the fallen world and where true 

mercy is found? 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ over > 



  3. Why is it significant that Jesus saw the man and knew his 

condition before speaking to him? What does this reveal about 

Christ? 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

4. The man was not seeking Jesus; Jesus sought him. What does 

this teach us about grace and God's initiative in salvation? 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

5. How can suffering become part of a person's identity? Why is it 

important to remember that our condition does not define us? 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

6. What does this passage teach about God's apparent silence 

and delayed answers? How is God's timing different from ours? 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

APPLICATION | How should this change us? 

 

1. Have you experienced a season of prolonged suffering, 

unanswered prayer, or disappointment? How has that affected 

your hope? 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

2. In what ways have you been tempted to let your struggles 

define your identity rather than your relationship with Christ? 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

3. Which statement from the message encouraged you most: 

 

 "God's silence is not God's absence." 

 "Delayed answers are not denied answers." 

 "You may suffer silently, but you never suffer unseen." 

 

Why? 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

 

4. Are there scars, painful memories, or difficult experiences that 

God has used to remind you of His faithfulness? Share an 

example. 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

5. Are Is there an area of your life where you have stopped 

expecting God to work because disappointment feels safer than 

hope? How can you begin trusting Him again? 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

PRAISE REPORTS & PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 


