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Observation |  What does the text say? 

 
1. According to John 4:1–3, why did Jesus leave Judea and depart 

for Galilee?  
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
2. What words or phrases stand out to you in John 4:4 when John 

says, “He had to pass through Samaria?”  
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
3. In John 4:5–6, what do we lean about Jesus’ humanity and physi-

cal condition?  
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
4. What observations can you make about the Samaritan woman 

and the circumstances surrounding her arrival at the well?  
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
5. According to John 4:9, why was Jesus speaking to this woman so 

surprising?  
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 

6. What cultural, social, religious, ethnic, or gender barriers existed 
between Jesus and the Samaritan woman?  

 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 

Interpretation |  What does the text mean?  

 
1. Why do you think Jesus intentionally traveled through Samaria 

when many Jewish people avoided it?  
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
2. What does Jesus’ decision to travel through Samaria teach us 

about God’s priorities and divine appointments?  
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
3. Why do you think God often uses interruptions, inconveniences, 

and disruptions to accomplish His purposes?  
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
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John 4:1-10 ESV - 1 Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing more disciples than John 
2 (although Jesus himself did not baptize, but only his disciples), 3 he left Judea and departed again for Galilee. 4 And he had to pass through 
Samaria. 5 So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob's well was there; 
so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. 

 
7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy 
food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no 
dealings with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you 
would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 



4. Why are divine appointments often easier to recognize looking 
backward rather than in the moment?  

 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
5. What does Jesus crossing cultural and social barriers reveal 

about God’s heart for people?  
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
6. Where do you see evidence of God’s providence already at work 

in John 4:1–9?  
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 

Application |  How should this change us? 

 
1. Are there delays, disruptions, disappointments, or detours in your 

life right now that you may be resisting rather than viewing as 
possible divine appointments?  

  
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
2. Where have you become most comfortable with culture rather 

than allowing Scripture to shape your thinking and behavior?  
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 

3. Who are the “Samaritans” in your life— people you naturally 
avoid, overlook, or feel uncomfortable engaging?  

 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
4. What practical steps could help you become more aware of God’s 

providence during ordinary moments this week?  
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
5. What is one interruption, disruption, or uncomfortable circum-

stance in your life that you will intentionally view differently this 
week?  

 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 

Prayer Requests  
& Praise Reports  

  
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 


