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Observation |  What does the text say? 

 
1. According to John 3:31, where does Jesus come from and what 

does that reveal about His authority? 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
2. What contrast does John make between “earthly” people and 

Christ? 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
3. What does Jesus testify about in John 3:32–34? 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
4. What does John 3:34 reveal about Jesus’ relationship to the Fa-

ther and the Spirit? 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
5. What is the difference between “believing” the Son and “rejecting / 

disobeying” the Son in this passage? 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 

Interpretation |  What does the text mean?  

 
1. Why is humility directly connected to recognizing that Jesus is 

“above all”? 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
2. How does pride compete with Christ for control and recognition? 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
3. Why is unbelief ultimately a form of pride according to this pas-

sage? 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________ 
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John 3:31-4:2 ESV - 
3:31 

He who comes from above is above all. He who is of the earth belongs to the earth and speaks in an 
earthly way. He who comes from heaven is above all. 

32 
He bears witness to what he has seen and heard, yet no one receives 

his testimony. 
33 

Whoever receives his testimony sets his seal to this, that God is true. 
34 

For he whom God has sent utters the 
words of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. 

35 
The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand. 

36 
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains 

on him. 
 
4:1 

Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing more disciples than John 
2 
(although Jesus himself did not baptize, but only his disciples)... 



4. Discuss what it means practically to say, ““He must increase, but I 
must decrease.” As the Sunday message stated: “Humility is not 
thinking lowly of yourself—it is thinking rightly about Christ.” 

 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 

Application |  How should this change us? 

 
1. Where are you most tempted to compare yourself with others?  
            

 Success    Ministry    Family 
 

 Finances    Influence    Appearance 
 

 Spiritual Maturity  Other ___________________________ 
 
2. How does comparison affect your joy and contentment?  
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
3. Are there “locked rooms” in your life that you have not fully surren-

dered to Christ?  
            

 Career    Relationships   Habits 
 

 Finances    Future Plans   Private 

 

 Struggles    Other ___________________________  
 
4. What does genuine submission to Christ’s authority look like in 

your current season?  
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
5. How can humility help restore harmony in relationships, ministry, 

marriage, or church life?   
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

6. Think about what the Sunday message said, “Pride negotiates 
with Jesus. Humility bows before Him.” In what ways are you 
tempted to negotiate with God instead of obeying Him?  

 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
7. Discuss how this group can help one another move… 
 

 from envy to entrustment 
 

  _________________________________________________ 
 

  _________________________________________________ 
 
  _________________________________________________ 
 
  _________________________________________________ 
 

 from comparison to communion 
 

  _________________________________________________ 
 

  _________________________________________________ 
 
  _________________________________________________ 
 
  _________________________________________________ 
 

 from communion to compliance 
 

  _________________________________________________ 
  

  _________________________________________________ 
 
  _________________________________________________ 
 
  _________________________________________________ 
  

Prayer Requests  
&  Praise Reports  

  
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 


