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Genesis 1:27 ESV - So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and fe-
male he created them.

Psalm 139:13-16 ESV - "> For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother's womb. "1 praise
you, for | am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well. ** My frame was
not hidden from you, when | was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. "®Your eyes saw
my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as
yet there was none of them.

John 3:16-17 ESV - "®“For God so loved the world,[a] that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life. " For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved through him.

1 Corinthians 1:26-31 ESV - % For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 2 But God chose what is foolish in the world to
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in
the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, ?° so that no human being might boast in the
presence of God. 30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness
and sanctification and redemption, 3 so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Matthew 4:23-24 ESV - 2 And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gos-
pel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people. 2 So his fame spread through-
out all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by
demons, those having seizures, and paralytics, and he healed them.

John 9:1-3 ESV - ' As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” * Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his
parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him.

Matthew 25:31-40 ESV - *' “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on
his glorious throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 3 And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left.

¥ Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom pre-
pared for you from the foundation of the world. 3 For | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave
me drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed me, %6 | was naked and you clothed me, | was sick and you visited me,
| was in prison and you came to me.’ ¥ Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hun-
gry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? * And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked
and clothe you? * And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ *° And the King will answer them, ‘Truly,
| say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’

1 John 3:17-18 ESV - " But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart

against him, how does God's love abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in
truth.

ICEBREAKER

When have you experienced a time where you felt overlooked or left out? What was that time like for you?
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DiScusSSION QUESTIONS

What surprised you about the statistics regarding families affected
by disabilities and church attendance?

In John 9:1-3, how did Jesus correct the disciples’ assumptions
about disability?

What wrong assumptions do people still make today?

What has been your attitude or comfort level toward people or
families impacted by disabilities?

4.

5.

Where do you think the church (in general or personally) has fall-
en short in caring for these families?

John emphasized loving “in deed and truth” (1 John 3:17-18).
What are some practical ways we can do that personally?
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