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Observation |  What does the text say? 

 
1. According to John 2:13–14, what was the occasion?  
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 

What specific activities did Jesus find happening inside the temple 
courts? 
 

 ____________________________________________________ 
 

 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
2. List the physical actions Jesus takes in John 2:15.  
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
3. In John 2:18–20, how do the Jewish leaders respond to Jesus? 

What specific “proof” or “sign” do they demand from Him? 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 

4. What does John 2:24-25 say about Jesus’ willingness to “entrust” 
Himself to the crowds?  

 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 

What reason does it give for His hesitation? 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 

Interpretation |  What does the text mean?  

 
1. The disciples remembered the quote, “Zeal for your house will 

consume me” (John 2:17). How does zeal differ from a common 
temper tantrum or human irritability? 

 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
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The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
14 

In the temple he found those 

who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. 
15 

And making a whip of cords, he drove 

them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their 

tables. 
16 

And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make my Father's house a house of trade.” 
17 

His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 

 
18 

So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” 
19 

Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, 

and in three days I will raise it up.” 
20 

The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple,
 
and will you raise it 

up in three days?” 
21 

But he was speaking about the temple of his body. 
22 

When therefore he was raised from the dead, his 

disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

 
23 

Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name when they saw the signs that he was do-

ing. 
24 

But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people 
25 

and needed no one to bear witness 

about man, for he himself knew what was in man. 



2. When Jesus says, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up,” He is shifting the focus from a building to His own 
body. Why is this distinction vital for our understanding of how we 
relate to God today? 

 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
3. Why is it significant that this “cleansing” happened during the 

Passover? How does Jesus acting as the “Passover Lamb” con-
nect to His authority to cleanse the temple? 

 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
4. John 2:23 says many “believed in His name” because of the 

signs, yet Jesus didn’t trust them. What does this suggest about 
the difference between intellectual agreement (seeing and liking) 
and saving faith (surrender)? 

 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 

Application |  How should this change us? 

 
1. If your heart is the “temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 3:16)”, 

what “tables” might Jesus want to overturn in your life right now? 
(e.g., Is there a “room” of your life you’ve kept for commerce or 
worldly priorities rather than prayer?) 

 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 

2. In Sunday’s message, we heard that the temple moved from rev-
erence to revenue. In what ways can our own “religious” activities 
(church attendance, serving, etc.) become more about what we 
get out of it rather than true worship of God? 

 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
3. When Jesus confronts a sin in your life, is your first instinct to de-

mand a “sign” (defensiveness/excuses) or to submit to His 
“cleansing” (repentance)? How can we get better at welcoming 
His “holy intervention?” 

 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
4. Reflect on the story of the man who gave Jesus every room ex-

cept one. Is there a “hidden room” in your heart— a habit, a 
grudge, or an ambition— that you are currently refusing to surren-
der? What is one step you can take this week to open that door to 
Him? 

 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 

Prayer Requests  
&  Praise Reports  

  
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________ 
 


